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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 0 1 JIDDA 01928 0 1 OF 02 131 347Z 

ACTION AID-31 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 NEA-10 ISO-OO 10-14 EB-08 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 SP-02 AGRE-00 
COME-OO OES-07 /110W 

089477 131403Z/43 

R 131100Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1370 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY NDJAMENA 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY SANA 

UNCLAS SECTION 1 OF 2 JIDDA 1928 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: EPAP, EAGR 
SUBJ: LOCUST CONTROL 

REF: ROME 3939 

1 . REPEATED BELOW ARE QUOTATIONS FROM FEBRUARY REPORT OF 
INTERNATIONAL LOCUST CONTROL CENTER (FAO), BASED IN JIDDA, 
CONCERNING LOCUST SITUATION IN RED SEA AREA: 

2. DESERT LOCUST SITUATION: DURING JANUARY LOCUST POPULA- 
TION AT HIGH DENSITIES WERE FOUND IN JIZAN. THERE WERE 
HOPERS IN DIFFERENT STARS ALSO. THE INFESTED AREA WAS 
ESTIMATED AT 2000 SQUARE KILOMETERS; CONTROL OPERATIONS 
WERE CARRIED OUT BY GROUND ANDAERIAL TEMS. AERIAL 
SPRAY STARTED IN 1 1TH FEB. TARGET AND BARRIER SPARY 
WERE USED AS WELL. IN ALL ABOUT 6000 GALLONS OF LIQUID 
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INSECTICIDES WERE USED; 3400 WERE USED BY AIRCRAFT, 

THERE WERE 1000 GALLONS OF MALATHION, 2400 GALLONS OF 
DIELDRIN. BHC LIQUID WAS USED ALONG WITH 30 TONS 
BHC DUST. 

CONTROL OPERATIONS IN THE AREA WERE CONCLUDED ON 
25TH FEBRUARY BY BOTH GROUND AND AIR TEAMS. PROBABLE 
ESCAPES OF CONTROL ARE BEING WATCHED BY SPECIAL TEAMS 
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AND CONTROL METHODS WILL BE APPLIED WHERE AND WHEN 
NECESSARY. 

THE BORDERS BETWEEN SAUDI ARABIA AND YEMEN ARAB 
REPUBLIC ARE BEING CLOSELY WATCHED AS WELL FOR FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENT. 

ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS IN JIZAN ARE SUITABLE FOR 
FURTHER DEVELOPMENT SINCE HEAVY RAIN WAS RECEIVED 
TOWARD THE END OF FEBRUARY. IN THE NORTH OF JIZAN 
THERE WERE SOME INFESTATIONS IN SABIA ESTIMATED AT 
1000 SQUARE KILOMETERS WHICH WAS CONTROLLED BY 
GROUND AND AIR TEAMS. THE AREA TO THE NORTH OF 
SHAQIA IS DRY BUT POSSIBILITIES OF BREEDING AT 
PRESENT ARE VERY UNLIKELY. 

3. SOLITARY LOCUSTS: THESE ARE PRESENT IN SEVERAL 
PARTSOF THE COUNTRY ESPECIALLY IN LITH, TUFFAIL, 
MUJERMA, AUIN EL BASHA, SAYIEDA, KHULAIS. DENSITIES 
RANGE FROM 100 TO 300 ADULTS PER HECTARE, HOPPERS AT 
100 TO 800 AND ADULTS AT DIFFERENT STAGES. SOLITARY 
LOCUSTS AT A LOW DENSITY WERE REPORTED IN THE NORTH 
OF THE COUNTRY. 

THE SITUATION AT PRESENT IN SAUDI ARABIA IS 
RELATIVELY CALM BUT SINCE ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS IN 
MANY PARTS OF THE COUNTRY AS WELL AS IN THE SPRING 
BREEDING AREAS ARE VERY SUITABLE FOR BREEDING, CLOSE 
WATCH IS BEING KEPT ON ALL STRATEGIC SPOTS. THE 
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AIRCRAFT IS BEING KEPT IN RESERVE FOR ANY EMERGENCY 
AND WOULD BE USED IN THE YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC IF THE 
GOVERNMENT REQUIRES IT AND IF THE SITUATION DEMANDS IT. 
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FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1371 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY NDJAMENA 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY SANA 

UNCLAS SECTION 2 OF 2 JIDDA 1928 

4. OTHER COUNTRIES OF THE ARABIAN PENINSULA: IN 

THE YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC THE SITUATION IS STILT. SERIOUS. 

CONTROL OPERATIONS ARE STILL IN PROGRESS. COPULATING 
AND EGGLAYING WERE OBSERVED IN FEBRUARY AND HOPPERS 
AT HIGH DENSITIES AND FLEDGELING AND ADULTS CAN BE 
FOUND OVER A WIDE AREA ESTIMATED AT 3000 SQUARE 
KILOMETERS. CONTROL OPERATIONS WERE SUCCESSFUL IN 
THE NORTHERN PARTS OF YEMEN IN MIYDY, HAYRAN VALLEY. 

HARATH AND ABS. ABOUT 12 EAMS PARTICIPATED IN SURVEY 
IN THE AREA USING EXHAUST NOZZLE SPRAYERS. INSECTI- 
CIDES USED WERE DIELDRIN AND BHC. THE GOVERNMENT OF 
SAUDI ARABIA SENT 40 TONS BHC DUST TO THE YEMEN ARAB 
REPUBLIC AS ASSISTANCE TO COUNTER THE SERIOUS SITUATION. 

IN THE PDR OF YEMEN ONLY SCATTERED LOCUSTS CAN 
BE FOUND ALONG THE COASTS. A RECURITED LOCUST OFFICER 
IS WORKING IN THE EMIRATES AND A PAKISTANI MISSION 
AND A FAO RECRUITED OFFICER WILL REACH OMAN SHORTLY 
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TO SURVEY STRATEGIC AREAS IN BATHINA AND THE INTERIOR. 

5. OTHER COUNTRIES OF THE NEAR EAST REGION: EGYPT 
WAS REPORTED CLEAR OF LOCUSTS. IN SUDAN THERE 

ARE STILL SOME SWARMS AND GROUPS IN THE EASTERN PART 
OF THE COUNTRY AND CONTROL OPERATIONS ARE STILL IN 
PROGRESS. HOWEVER, THE SITUATION IN ERITREA IS STILL 
SERIOUS AND SWARMS MAY OUT TO NEIGHBORING 
COUNTRIES. DLCO-EA REPORTED THAT CONCENTRATIONS 
OF DESERT LOCUSTS AND SWARMS ARE IN SOMALIA AND 
ERITREA. CONTROL OPERATIONS IN SOMALIA ARE CARRIED 
OUT BY GROUND TEAMS. 

6. SUMMARY AND FORECAST: ALTHOUGH THE LOCUST 
SITUATION IN SAUDI ARABIA HAS BEEN PUT UNDER CONTROL, 

THERE ARE STILL POSSIBILITIES OF SWARM INTERVENTION 
FROM OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY TO THE STRATEGIC AREAS WHICH 
ARE ECOLOGICALLY SUITABLE FOR BREEDING . THERE 
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ALL STRATEGIC AREAS ARE PUT UNDER WATCH AND OTHER 
AREAS ARE BEING SURVEYED. IN SPITE OF THIS AND DUE TO 
SUITABILITY OF ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS, BREEDING WILL 
CONTINUE TO TAKE PLACE FROM AMONG THE EXISTING POPULA- 
TION AND ESCAPES OF CONTROL SHOULD NOT BE RULED OUT. 

IN THE YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC OPERATIONS ARE IN 
PROGRESS AND POPULATIONS ARE HIGH AND SO ALL EFFORTS 
ARE MADE TO PREVENT ANY PRODUCTION OF SWARMS IN THE 
AREA. IN SPITE OF THIS THE ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS 
MAY PROMOTE BREEDING FOR AT LEAST THE NEXT 40 DAYS. 
BREEDING WILL TAKE PLACE IN ECOLOGICALLY SUITABLE 
AREAS OF PDR. INTERVENTION OF SWARMS FROM THE WEST 
IS STILL A GRAVE DANGER AT THIS STAGE AND ATTENTION 
IS BEING FOCUSED ON ALL AREAS TO PREVENT SWARMS 
FROM ENTERING THE COUNTY. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 JIDDA 01928 02 OF 02 131334Z 

GENERALLY SPEAKING. ALL THE ARABIAN PENINSULA 
IS OPEN TO INVASION FROM THE WEST; THEREFORE ALL 
STRATEGIC AREAS INCLUDING THE SOUTH EAST PART OF 
EGYPT ARE BEING KEPT UNDER SURVEILLANCE. 

WILEY 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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